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strengthen Islam; but that now Islam is strong and the
same object is served by not giving any share. This view
is approved by the ' I nay ah.*

According to the Shafiites,2 if a person claims to be a
beneficiary of zakat on the ground that he is poor or in-
digent, he is believed and in case of suspicion is sworn
to the truth of his statements. According to some doctors,
he is always sworn. If, however, it is known that he had
property although he claims that it was destroyed, he has
to prove it. The same applies if he claims that he has a
family to take care of. Again, if a person claims a share
in the zakat on the ground that he is a wayfarer or a sol-
dier he is believed without oath; he is also believed if he
claims a share on the ground of being weak in faith; but
if he claims that he is a mukatab or a debtor, he is required
to produce evidence to that effect, since this can be done in
these two cases. If the fact is generally known (m-ustafid),
or if the creditor confirms the claim of the debtor, it is as
if proved by evidence.

According to the Malikites,3 persons claiming to be poor
or indigent are believed without oath, unless there is reason
for suspecting the contrary, in which case they are required
to produce evidence. If a person claims an additional share
on the ground of having a family, he is believed unless he
is a resident of the place where the zakat is being disbursed,
for in such case the matter is inquired into. If a person
is known to have been well-to-do he is required to show
that he has lost his wealth. A person, however, is believed,
if he claims bad business. Debtors, must prove their inabil-
ity to pay, with respect to debts incurred for other than

3 P. 201; cf. Path, and Kifdyah, ibid.
* Wajiz, p. 294; Minhaj, vol. ii, p. 305.
3Kharashi, 'Adawi, p. 116.